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AMTg.H^^Wi'.NTS TO THE CLAIMS 

I 

t 

This listing of claims will replace all prior vecsions, and listings^ cif claims in tfie plication: 



Listiflg of Claims: I 

Claim 1 (cuneotly amended): A diding component compiising: 



form a d hyz fillinfF ma frinterBd pi p en compact fonned JSoom Compacted iron-based material 



powder and a-copper-based material powder in o filling p wtiea 



whweinf said copper-based m^erial powder contains 
copper alloy; an average value of mnimimi projected areas of 
than that of maximimi projected areas of Mm iron*based materia 
allow e d to g egregatpfl on a surface of said sliding con^onent. 



of a mold} eempocting s aid iron- 



00 to foim ft fcTOon odmpoett ond s mt e rine -Baia- 



flat 



powder particles of copper or 
the flat powder particles is larger 
powder particles; and copper is 



Claim 2 (currently amended): A s&ding component comprisinie: 

fonnod bv: filling a sintrened ggcen compact formed ftcjm compacted k on-based material 
powder and copper-based material powder- in a fiHing portion of |i mold; oonoyoottng said iron-^d 

^ereinr said copper-based mi^ial powder contains flat powder particles of copper or 
copper alloy, said flat powder particles having a laiger aspect radio than scM iron-based material 
powdo- particles; wd copper is oHowo^to segregated on a sur&cc of said sliding component 

Claim 3 (cnrrendy amended): Tbe sliding compcmetit according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a sliding portion having a sui&ce coverage of copper greater than or equal to 60%. 



Claim 4 (original): The sUdng component according 
coverage of copper is greater than or equal to 90%. 
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to claim 3, wherein the surface 
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to claim 1, wherein said sliding 



Claim 5 (original): The slidcag component according 
conqjonent generates a concentration gradient ia \iinch a cxjpper-to-iroa ratio thereof decreases 
from the sur£aice of the sliding conqpanent toward an inside thereof while inoeasing the ratio of izon 
to copper. 

Claim 6 (original): The sliding component according to c^aim 3, w herein said one soi&ce is 
a sUding surface formed in a cylindrical d»^e. I 



Claim 7 (cmreotly amended): A mediod for manu&cturinjg a sliding camponent, comprismg 
the steps of: 

filling an ixon-based material powder and a copper-ba^ ed material powder into a filling 
portion of a mold; 

con^actiBg said iroa-based material yowder and copper4)dSed inaterial powders so as to form a 
green compact; and 

sintering said green conQ>act, 

whoeim said cqpper^-based naterial powder contains f at powdcar particles of copper or 
copper alloy; an average value of ma^mn projected areas of he fltf powder particles is larger 
than tbst of maximum projected areas oi &e-iron-based materi^ powder particles; and said flat 
powder particles in the filling portion ai^ ullowod to s egregated orl a surface of said green contact. 

Claim 8 (cufrently amended): A mediod fi>r manufacturing a sliding component^ comprising 
the steps of: . 

filling an iron-based material powder and a copper-bas^d material powder into a filling 
portion of a mold; 

compacting said iron -based material powder a nd coppoi-based material powders so as to 
form a green compact; and 

sintering said green compact^ 



{W:\09864\a202OSOu8O\OO35351$ J>OC I 



CO 



o 
o 



PAGE 11/15 ' RCVD AT »1S/20D5 4:21:07 PM [Eastern DayligM 



0«/15/2005 16:23 FAX 212 753 6237 



DARBV & DARBY PC 



@012 



Application No.: Not Yet Assigned 



DpdketNo.: 09864/02Q2080-USO 



whereinf said copper-based mgAedsl powder contains flat powder particles of copper or 
copper alloy« said flat powder particles having a larger aspect ijado than seid-iion-based material 
powder particles; and said flat powder particles in &e filling portjion arc allowed to s egregated on a 
sur&ce of said green compact. | 

I 

Claim 9 (original): Hie method for mami&ctuEing a sUdii^ compooiecit according to claim 

7, wherein the aspect ratio of each flat powder particle is greater t^an or eqnal to 10. 

I 
i 

Claim 10 (original): The method for manu&cturing a slidjing component according to claim 

I 

9» wherein the aspect xatio of each flat powder particle is in a iang|e of 20 to SO. 

i 

Claim 11 (currently amende^: Hie method for manufacturing a sliding component 
according to claim 9, further i nchidinggtfie step of: 

segregathig said flat powder particles toward the stir&ce of said sliding component by 
applying vibration to said iion-based saaierial powder and copp^-based material powder filled in 
the filling portion of the mold. 

Claim 12 (original): The method for manufacturing a sliding conxponent according to claim 
7» wherein a ratio of said flat powder particles to flie endie mateiial powders is in a range of 20 to 
70% by weight. | 

I 

Claim 13 (original): Hie metbed for mamxfactizring a slidjng componeni according to claim 
9, wherein a ratio of said flat powder particles to die entire mateiial powders is m a range of 20 to 
70%bywei^t 

Claim 14 (original): The method for manufacturing a sliding con^onent according to claim 
12, wherein the ratio of said flat powd«r particles to flie entire msiterial powders is in a range of 20 
to40%bywei^t j 
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Claim 15 (c^iginal): The method for manufacturing a slicing componait accoiding to claim 
7, wherein the average value of the maximum pmjected areas oflthe flat powder paiticles is at least 
3 times as large as that of the maximusi inojected areas of the im i-based material powder particles. 

Claim 16 (griginal): The meOsod for manu&ctming a sliding componeat accoiding to olaim 
9, wherein the average value of the mfwrimimi projected areas of [the flat powder particles is at least 
3 times as large as thai of the ma a rim m a irojected areas of the noj i-based material powd^ particles. 

Claim 17 (original): The metiied for mamifachnii^ a sliding ecwnprnimt «mftr<^ing ^hm 
12, wherem the avenge valne of the iMKraimQ projected areas of the flat powder particles is at least 
3 times as large as Aat of the maximum prcgected areas of flie iroii-based material powder particles. 
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